
The newsletter of Good News Broadcasting Association  |  Summer 2018

Teaching the Bible through radio

In this issue

New dawn 
for GNBA 
in Africa

An interview with

sid cordle

The Royal Wedding: 
Did I miss 
something?

~

~



hello & welcome 
to Sounding Out!
Thanks for taking the time to read about the latest news 
from Good News Broadcasting. 

It has been a busy 2018 for me so far. I have shared about GNBA in more churches 
over the last 6 months than I have in any year since I started as director. From 
Halifax to Somerset and from Failsworth to Grange-over–Sands, I have really 
enjoyed telling people about the ministry and also preaching the word as well. 
It’s lovely to teach real live people instead of a microphone now and again! 

A few weeks ago I did the talks at a youth weekend near Melton Mowbray. 
I wasn’t sure how it had gone because the young people weren’t giving much 

away but then I got a text from the youth leader a few 
days later saying one of the girls had become a 

Christian following the weekend. She had 
struggled previously with understanding who 

God is but after the weekend she said she 
came to realise that not only is God real but 
He is really good. Obviously I’m not taking 
credit for the work of the Holy Spirit but I 
am grateful to be involved in some small 
way in helping this teenager understand 
the truth. 

When I came back to work and prepared 
myself to preach to the microphone once 

again, to be honest, I had a little bit of the post 
weekend blues. That was until Stuart Reynolds 

(currently our Bible teacher on Bible Focus) gave me an 
article by David Jeremiah to read. Here is an excerpt from it: 

‘Early one Sunday, a young man dragged himself from a night of partying. He 
was single, popular and unhindered by morality. He collapsed into bed, setting 
his alarm for mid-afternoon. When the radio came on, he was jolted awake by 
the preaching of Donald Barnhouse, who was asking, “Suppose  you were to 
die today and stand before God and he asked you ‘What right do you have to 
enter into my heaven?’ What would you say?”  That’s the moment that the Holy 
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Spirit touched D. James Kennedy, 
who became one of America’s 
eminent pastors and teachers. At 
that time, however, no one knew the 
results of that broadcast. It was 
unknown to Dr Barnhouse, to the 
producers of the show or the 
supporters who had given their gifts 
to put it on air. You’re doing more 
good than you know. Don’t 
underestimate the handful of stones 
you’re throwing into the pond 
whenever you say a word for Christ.’

GNBA is reaching people across the 
UK, Indonesia, the Philippines and 
Africa. Only God knows who is being 
impacted right now by one of our 
programmes. What a blessing it is to 
be involved. Thank you for your prayer 
and support of this ministry.   

As you are probably aware, the 
new General Data Protection 
Regulation came into force at 
the end of May.  

If you are a subscriber to 
Sounding Out or you are a 
Ministry Partner, GNBA retains 
certain data about you but 
only that which is necessary to 
keep you informed about the 
ministry ie your contact details, 
or if you are a donor, limited 
financial details which need 
to be recorded for accounting 
purposes.  We do not share your 
details with third parties.

We hope that you still enjoy 
receiving Sounding Out but of 
course, if you no longer wish to 
do so, you can unsubscribe at 
any time.  Just send an email to 
us at info@gnba.net or call us on 
01777 817138.

If you would prefer to change 
your subscription and receive 
Sounding Out by email rather 
than by post then please let us 
know.
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A New dawn for GNBA in Africa
GNBA has been broadcasting in Africa for a long time 

and it remains a key part of our vision to teach the 
Bible through radio as far and wide as possible...

Over recent months we have needed 
to re-think the way we work in Africa 
because of a breakdown in 

communication with the 
local radio stations. We 

realised that we 
needed a more 

secure 
framework, 
where our 
programmes 
could be easily 
accessed and 

direct contact 
could be made with 

us in the UK. It quickly 
became clear that a 

partnership with TWR-Africa was the 
obvious choice. 

Several years ago when I worked for 
Trans World Radio, I met the Manager 
for English programmes for TWR-Africa 
and I know that they are doing amazing 
work across that continent. In light of 
this we are excited to announce that 
from July 2018 we will begin 
broadcasting Word Alive via satellite.

Each programme will be broadcast 
several times throughout the week 
across the entirety of the southern 
regions of Africa through TV and 
audio streams. It will also be aired on 
FM radio through TWR Malawi and 
through the TWR-Africa website and 
app.  In addition to this we will 
continue to broadcast our programmes 
on a small number of community 
Christian stations that we have been 
able to re-connect with. 

We are really excited about these 
developments but there is a significant 
financial commitment. Each week it 
will cost £58 to broadcast Word Alive.  
Could you give a gift of £58 to reach 
English speaking Africans with the 
gospel of Jesus Christ?  We have 
recently received a very generous 
donation to get us started (the Lord 
knows what we need even before we 
ask) but we will need your support to 
meet the ongoing costs. 

If you are not able to give at this time 
please do pray that God will use this 
partnership to bring glory to His name.   

I am sincerely convinced that 
the decision to place GNBA 
programmes on the TWR 
Africa satellite platform will 
be a benefit to the ministry 
because of TWR’s larger 
satellite footprint. With a 
population of over 55 million 
Africans in this geographical 
area, the TWR Africa signal is 
potentially received in millions 
of African homes, thereby 
expanding the reach of GNBA 
programmes. It is my prayer 
that God will keep expanding 
your global reach.

Joseph Kebbie 
says of the 
developments...      
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If you would like to make 
a donation you can do so 
through our website 
www.gnba.net/donate, 
by sending a cheque to 
GNBA, Back Lane, Ranskill DN22 8NN, 
or by calling us on 01777 817138 
for card payments or help 
setting up a Standing Order.



The weather was glorious. The 
champagne was on ice. The bride 
looked beautiful. The groom looked 
queasy. It was time for another royal 
wedding!

Although there are always some who don’t 
take any interest in these type of events 
the country as a whole was pretty excited 
about Harry and Meghan getting hitched. 
This was certainly reflected in the viewing 
figures which showed it to be the biggest 
TV event of the year. The media had been 
doing their usual job of filling the papers 
for weeks with as much information as 
they could get hold of about all manner of 
things connected with the big day. But 
who could have guessed that the main 
story after the ceremony would be the 14 
minute sermon delivered by Bishop 
Michael Curry?

It was hard not to like the zealous 
Episcopal Church leader. As the cameras 
scanned the church various celebrities 
and royal family members struggled to 
hide their reactions which ranged from 
bewilderment to amusement. It definitely 
wasn’t the usual dry homily that these 
type of events call for. The bishop spoke of 
the power of love and that God himself is 
love. He mentioned the sacrificial love that 
Jesus showed by dying on the cross. At first 
glance it seemed that the Bishop had hit a 
home run. Even the secular media agreed. 
But as I have reflected more on the sermon 
over the last few weeks I have become 
more frustrated at its message. 

Don’t get me wrong, I’m a fan of love, 
but I think Bishop Curry was far too 
optimistic about the power of love 
when it comes to us humans. He 
seemed to imply that all our society 
needs to do is simply love each other. 
Then everything will be ok. But is it 
actually that simple? Jesus absolutely 
did set us an example of sacrificial 
love on the cross but much more 
than that, where love has become 
distorted, perverted and even turned 
to hate, Jesus died for sin and sinners. 
This world is broken and the only 
way that we can love like Jesus is to 
confess our sin and turn to Him. Then 
when we are full of the Holy Spirit we 
can live a life of love like 1 John calls 
us to in the passage Bishop Curry 
quoted from.

Maybe I am asking too much of 
Michael Curry? He only had 14 
minutes and surely I didn’t expect an 
expository sermon on Romans 1? No, 
I didn’t, but I do wish he had actually 
talked about marriage! It’s one thing 
not to mention penal substitutionary 
atonement in front of an audience of 
millions but it’s another thing not to 
talk about the sacred union that had 
happened only moments before. 

Marriage is not just a good idea it’s a 
God idea. He didn’t need to crow-bar 
the topic in… it was a wedding! God 
designed marriage for the good of 
individuals and the good of society. 
So instead of talking about the 

Did I miss 
something?

‘redemptive power of love’ I would 
have much preferred a sermon on the 
‘redemptive power of marriage.’  I would 
have liked the Bishop to have talked 
about how difficult marriage can be 
but how the vows that were made 
were made in the sight of God and 
binding for life. He could have talked 
about the sacrifice involved in marriage. 
He could have talked about forgiveness, 
commitment, fidelity and raising a 
family. He could have  mentioned 
Genesis 2:21-25, Matthew 19:4-6, 
Hebrews 13:4, Ephesians 5: 22-33. 
I would have even settled for an 
explanation of the love mentioned in 
Song of Solomon 8: 6-7, which he 
quoted. The fiery love in this passage 
is not talking about societal love or even 
brotherly love but love between one 
man and one woman in holy matrimony. 

So, as much as I enjoyed the 
charismatic presentation in Bishop 
Curry’s sermon I do feel it was lacking. 
Add to this the fact that the bishop 
has fully endorsed the redefinition 
of marriage and is actively opposing 
churches in America that hold to the 
Biblical view of marriage, then I am 
left with a bitter taste in my mouth. 

On reflection, my favourite part of 
the service was the vows which, 
thankfully, haven’t changed in 
decades. Good old fashioned 
commitments that I pray Harry and 
Meghan will hold to until death do 
them part. 

Tom Ward reflects on the 
royal wedding in May
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How did you get involved in politics Sid? 

It’s in my blood. I’ve always been interested in politics. I remember when 
I was 7 years old handing out leaflets for my grandfather who was standing 
for the council. When I was in school I stood for the school council and 
when I was in university I stood for union president. When I was 15 
I decided to put God first in my life and since then I’ve been trying to put 
God first in everything I do. One of the big topics that got me involved in 
politics was the persecution of Christians behind the iron curtain. I read 
many stories of church meetings being broken up, Christians not being 
allowed Bibles and even being thrown in prison and some people were 
even saying that communism could come to the UK. This made me very anti-
communist and gave me the determination to stand up for Christians and 
Christian values and if I had to do that in the political sphere then so be it. 

I joined the Conservative Party after university and felt welcome for many 
years but when Ian Duncan Smith was thrown out I decided to leave.        

So you clearly don’t see faith and politics as being separate?

No, not at all. God calls us to be salt and light to the world. That’s what we 
have to be. Are you telling me that God isn’t interested when politians make 
decisions and change laws that affect the whole of our society? Marriage, 
abortion, trident, Brexit, the list goes on. I think God is very interested. 

The CPA has over 70 candidates who are ready to run in local elections 
but you don’t have any councillors. Compared to many political 
parties you are a very small. Would voting for you be a wasted vote?

Firstly, it will never be a wasted vote if you vote according to what God has 
told you to vote for. Secondly, we don’t need to be running the country 
to have influence or to change policies. Take the Green Party for example.  
The rise of the Greens has caused pretty much every party in the country 
to try and be the ‘greenest party’ this has led to things like the 5p rule on 
plastic bags. Or maybe the biggest example is the rise of UKIP that has 
basically led to Brexit. UKIP hasn’t got anyone elected to parliament, yet 
they have changed the course of this nation. If more and more people 
vote for CPA the other parties will have to take the Christian vote seriously. 

Should Christians be involved in politics or focus more on the gospel?

I think many churches today are refusing to teach what the Bible actually 
says on topics of sexuality or other religions because it’s not popular 
and they don’t want to face any aggregation from the  media or other 
polititians.  So they say ‘let’s just focus on the gospel, let’s focus on 
salvation we don’t have to talk about these others things. Let’s stay quiet 
about those other things’.  But this is compromise and it’s also a lack of 
trust in God to help us and deliver us if the world does nasty things to us 
because of our stance on a certain topics.
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Tom Ward interviews 
Sid Cordle, the leader 
of The Christian Peoples 
Alliance, a political party 
founded in 1999. 

To listen to the complete interview go to www.gnba.net/listen-now/sid-cordle/
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y Pray that God would 
use Word Alive as it 

goes out across 
Africa via satellite.

Please pray for God’s 
direction for Tom in 
planning topics for 

programmes. 

Please pray for more 
invitations for Tom from 
churches, to speak about 

the work of GNBA.

Pray for an increase 
in Ministry Partners 

subscriptions.

Please pray for Stuart 
as he prepares messages 

for Bible Focus.

Please pray for listener 
responses from Africa, that 
we would know Word Alive 

is being used by God. 

Please pray for 
an increase in 

regular listeners 
to the programmes.

Please pray particularly for  
listeners who are in prison, 

that the teaching would 
be a great help to them.

Give thanks for volunteer, 
Liz, who faithfully helps 
with the GNBA accounts 

each week.

Please pray for more 
openings to broadcast 
on stations in the UK.

Please pray for our Board 
of Directors as they 
meet this month.

Please pray for the 
successful production 

of Sounding Out 
this month.

Pray for Mel; for 
efficiency and 

effectiveness in 
the daily tasks.

Pray that Word Alive 
and Bible Focus would 

meet the needs of 
our listeners.

prayer 
diary

Pray for God’s blessing 
on Word Alive as it is aired 

on FM radio in Malawi.

Pray for God’s help and 
inspiration for Tom in his 
study and preparation.

Pray for efficiency 
and good organisation 

during the summer 
holiday period.

Pray for godly wisdom 
for GNBA’s Board 

of Directors.

Thank God for the 
commitment of the GNBA 

Board Members.

Thank God for His 
faithfulness in meeting the 
needs of GNBA and that He 

would continue to do so.

Thank God for all the 
volunteers coming in 

to help during this 
‘mailing month.’

Pray for an increase in 
donations to continue 

and increase broadcasts 
in Africa.

Pray for an increase in 
giving to enable us to 

broadcast programmes 
more widely.

Thank God for His 
continued blessing on 
GNBA and on our Bible 
teaching programmes.

Pray for the future 
growth of GNBA and the 
expansion of our team.

Pray that God would 
continue to help individual 
Christians as they listen to 

the Bible teaching.

Pray for Tom as he puts 
together the Ministry 
Partners CD at the end 

of this month.

And as he was praying, heaven was opened...  
Luke 3:21

Give thanks for volunteer, 
Tony, who assists us in 
checking programmes.

10

Psalm 122 is one of the songs of ascents which the Israelites would sing on 
the way to the temple. There was clearly great joy at the prospect of 
worshipping God there. When was the last time you rejoiced at going to 
church? Can you think of the last time you were in a hurry to get there, not 
because you were running late but because you just couldn’t wait? I have 
attended churches for over 50 years and served in pastoral roles for over 25 
years and I have to say that it is pretty rare to find people rejoicing over 
coming to church. 

It doesn’t take much to delay or deter us from going to church, but rarely do 
we give the same types of excuses for other important events in our lives, 
like a meal with friends or a night out. Why should we then wonder why our 
non-Christian friends don’t want to come with us!  We can talk so poorly of 
the church, about the people so negatively and about its services so 
complainingly. For the Israelites going up to the temple could be a difficult 
journey. For most of us the journey to church is a very simple one and the 
requirements minimal. So often the Lord’s day has become the Lord’s half 
day or the Lord’s hour a week. 

I think of brothers and sisters in the persecuted church who in many ways 
would give anything to be able to swap places with us; to go to church 
freely and safely with a complete Bible in hand, and to be able to sing with 
loud voices instead of whispers.  

Hebrews 10:24 says, ‘And let us consider how we may spur one another on 
towards love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in 
the habit of doing, but encouraging one another - and all the more as you see 
the Day approaching.’

We have to keep meeting together because the return of Jesus draws closer 
every day and what these verses say is in light of this truth; we should be in 
church more, not less. I cannot spur others on from a place of self-enforced 
isolation and separation.

I rejoiced with those who said to me, 
‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’  

Psalm 122

You can hear more from Stuart Reynolds on Psalm 122 and 
the Songs of Ascent by visiting www.gnba.net/listen-now.
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Radio
Guide

Premier Christian Radio 
Digital radio: DAB Premier
TV: Freeview 725 or Sky 0123
Radio: MW 1305, 1332, 1413, 1566
Word Alive:  Saturday 6.00am  & 7.30pm, Sunday 5.30am

Trans World Radio 
TV: Freeview HD Channel 733, Sky 0138 or Freesat 790
Word Alive: Saturday 6.00am, Sunday 6.00pm
Bible Focus: Weekdays 8.20am, 2.20pm & 8.20pm

Hope FM
Radio: 90.1 FM
Word Alive: Sunday 7.30am
Finding The Plot: Sunday 12.00pm

Branch FM
Radio: 101.8 FM
Word Alive: Sunday 6.00pm
Bible Focus: Weekdays from 12 noon
Finding The Plot: Saturday 7.30am

Radio Star Country 
Radio: MW 981
Word Alive: Wednesday 5.30pm

Flame CCR
Radio: MW 1521 or Internet DAB
GNBA Show: Weekdays 10.30am

Azimuth Radio
Internet: www.azimuthradio.com

Gospel 4 Grampian
Internet: www.g4g.org.uk
Finding The Plot: Part of  ‘Teaching Hour’  
Weekdays and Sundays 2.00am, 9.00am, 10.00pm 

Radio North
Radio: 846 AM
Bible Focus: Weekdays 8.45am 

For help tuning in, 
or to listen to our 

programmes any time 
of the day or night, visit 
www.gnba.net/listen


