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Even if you only feel able to put out one of our special 40th 
anniversary collection buckets at your church, it will still 
make a difference. 

If you don’t feel able to put on an event then would you 
consider a one off financial gift to our appeal instead?  I believe 
that creating Bible based radio programmes is more necessary 
than ever before but obviously it costs money. If you were to look 
at our finances you would see that the vast majority of it is spent on 
paying wages and buying air time. We don’t spend money needlessly or 
recklessly but there are new areas we want to step into and your gift will 
help us with that.

Using new technology. I would like to develop an app that 
people can download on their mobile phone. Also I’d like to make our 
programmes available on sites like Youtube and Vimeo. Our website 
also needs to be regularly updated. The hope is that this will make us 
more accessible to a new audience

Developing our work in Africa. I am excited 
about an opportunity to write some scripts that will 
be translated into some local languages for stations 
in South Sudan. This will take time and money.                                                                                                
Joseph Kebbie is doing a great job but I know he is held back 
by a lack of resources. I would love to be able to send more 
finances his way. 

Creating new programmes.  I want to go above 
and beyond the programmes we are already making and 
also produce new content that is current and relevant 
that also holds to our core objective of teaching the Bible 
through radio. I would like to be able to bring in some 
sessional producers to help with this but it will 
cost money.

So, please let us know if you can run 
an event or give a gift and, as always, 
I’d appreciate your prayers!   
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They say that life starts at 40 so I’m hoping that the best years 
are yet to come for GNBA.  God has already blessed this ministry 
massively and it’s encouraging to look back and see how He has 
guided us through the years.  You will read about this a little bit 
more on pages 4 and 5 as we reflect on the last four decades. But 
we also want to look forward and pursue new opportunities to 
teach the Bible through radio. 

With this in mind I want to tell you about our appeal for 2016. Our aim 
is to run a number of events across the country this year to raise 

awareness and money. As we are only a small staff team I wonder if 
you could help us with this? 

Could you organise a local event at your church or community 
centre? Could you have a coffee morning in your house with 
home-made cakes and some information about GNBA? Could 

you get people to sponsor you to walk 40 kilometres over a long 
weekend?  Could you organise a clothes swap and ask people for 

a small donation? Could you run a film night at your church and show 
a PowerPoint about our work?  

I’m sure you can come up with something much more creative than me. If you 
would like more information you can go to www.gnba.net/40 or call the office 
on 01777 817138.  

… and counting!

40 years
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Tom Ward



As many of you will know, the 
beginnings of Good News 
Broadcasting Association 

are rooted in Back to the Bible, a 
ministry founded by radio evangelist 
Theodore Epp in the United States 
in 1939. As support grew and Back 
to the Bible expanded, bases were 
established in other countries, and 
one of these was in Reading, United 
Kingdom.  This UK base opened in 
1954 under the leadership of early 
Directors Gilbert Vinden and Ninian 
Lowis.

In 1970 David Oram became director 
and in 1976 oversaw the transition of 
Good News Broadcasting Association 
from part of a global ministry to 
an autonomous and independent 
charity in 1976.

David Oram was to remain director 
for 25 years – our longest serving 

its services to a great many other 
Christian organisations and charities.

GNBA initiated the opening of the 
Polish office in 1993 with Henryk 
Dedo who is still the Director today!  
Although the two ministries operate 
independently a strong bond of 
fellowship still exists.

1995 saw the retirement of David 
Oram and the handing on of the 
GNBA baton to Sam Gordon who 
was Director for four years.  In 1997 
the decision was taken to close 
GNBA Design and Print and to focus 
full attention on the heart of the 
ministry – Bible radio programmes.  

Sam Gordon’s directorship was 
followed briefly by Nick Thompson’s 
and then for four years GNBA 
operated without a Director until 
2004 when Derek Stringer was 
appointed.

GNBA the story so far...
director to date - and you can read 
something of his time at GNBA 
during that time on page 6. 

Eventually outgrowing the premises 
in Reading, GNBA moved to Bawtry 
Hall, North Nottinghamshire in 1989.  
By this time not only were Bible radio 
programmes produced but there was 
also an extensive literature ministry.  
GNBA’s own publications included 
Confident Living magazine and 
Sounding Out but many tracts were 
also distributed from the new offices.  
The cassette ministry was also an 
important part of the work, as well 
as counselling given to individual 
listeners by phone and letter.

In 1992 GNBA Design and Print was 
formed and the printing of GNBA 
publications was able to be done 
in-house.  The design and print wing 
of the ministry was able to offer 

Many of our supporters will be 
familiar with the faithful preaching 
ministry of Derek Stringer.  Under 
his leadership and with the help of 
a generous legacy, GNBA undertook 
another big move from the rented 
office space of Bawtry Hall to its very 
own building in nearby Ranskill.  

In 2014 Derek Stringer retired after 
ten year’s service and was succeeded 
by our current director, Tom Ward.

In its long history GNBA has seen 
many changes and met many 
challenges.  We are thankful for the 
many people through the years, 
both staff and supporters, who have 
contributed generously to the work.  
As we look to the future we trust 
that we will know God’s continued 
faithfulness in upholding the ministry 
and using it for His work and His 
glory.
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You were the director of Back To The Bible UK in the 1970s when it 
became Good News Broadcasting Association. Can you tell us about 
the name change?

Back to the Bible Broadcast was the name of the programme as it was 
released in the United States and for us to have the same title seemed 
more than a little bit odd and we had wanted something that was typically 
British, shall we say, and we went with it and I’m sure it has been a help all 
the way down the years.

Could you explain a little bit of your journey in becoming director and 
why you wanted to be involved in Christian radio?

Well, I was serving on the mission field in northern Nigeria and during the 
development of the work there the Nigerians had an interest in radio and 
they came along to me and asked if I could help, so I jumped in at both 
ends, as it were. Then the time came when my two sons needed education 
and we felt that the best route would be to come back to England and see 
what the Lord had for us.  The amazing thing was that although letters 
only came twice a week in Maiduguri (Nigeria, where David was serving), 
on the one post day two letters came, each of them saying they heard that 
I was coming home and that I had an interest in radio.  So that was the way 
in to Christian radio.  I had one or two short courses and helps from other 
people like Phil Booth who was a great help.  He was on the GNBA board 
and he was always a real good backstop.

You were based in Reading when you took over as the director but 
where did you record the programmes?

The studio which I used first of all was the Radio Worldwide studio in 
London, which meant for me a trip into London to record perhaps 3 or 4 
sessions straight off. I worked with RWW and we had many a good time 
together. There was always plenty of laughter in the office. You couldn’t be 
straight faced and work in their office.

You have been the longest serving director of GNBA.  What do you put 
it down to?

Well I felt from day one that the Lord had called me and put me there and 
I’m the sort of person that says ‘give the Lord chance,’ and I did that and the 
weeks went by into months and the months to years and I was in a happy 
position and I had a happy group of staff working with me.  We grew from 
just about 6 of us to over 20 when I came to retire. The chance to serve 
the Lord in Christian radio was as clear in my thinking then as it was in the 
beginning.  I’m pleased to say that there were others who served a long 
time with me.

I’m finding people questioning whether we need Christian radio today 
because of the internet.  Do you think Christian radio is still important 
today?

Yes, I’m convinced there is a place for Christian radio. Many have come to 
faith and I see no reason whatsoever to say that Christian radio should not 
continue.

David
 Oram
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Recently Tom spoke to previous GNBA director 
David Oram. Here is some of the conversation: 

A full version 
of this interview 
can be found on 
the latest Ministry 
Partners CD. 

Not signed up 
yet? Check out 
page 8 for more 
details.
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The word ‘slave’ has so many negative connotations in our society. 
Films like 12 Years A Slave show us the grim reality that so many African 
people faced. Physical slavery is undoubtedly wrong and it was because 
of the stand that Christians like William Wilberforce took that led to 
slavery being abolished. Unfortunately just because it’s illegal doesn’t 
mean it doesn’t continue today. 

It’s estimated that 27 million people around the world are held against 
their will today and forced to do whatever their ‘owners’ command.  
So it’s a bit shocking when we read the first verse of the letter to the 
Philippians and the apostle Paul refers to himself and Timothy as slaves 
of Christ. If that’s not shocking enough I am convinced that every 
Christian is called to be a slave of Christ. I’m not talking about physical 
slavery but spiritual slavery. We were bought at a price and we belong to 
Christ, we are His servants and we are to submit to His ways. If you’re still 
struggling to get your head around this consider these three things:  

1) Jesus was a slave. In Philippians chapter 2 verse 7 it says ‘he (Jesus) 
emptied himself by assuming the form of a slave.’ Jesus came to serve and 
not be served. He was a king but He didn’t take advantage of it. He lived 
as our example and we are to follow Him. 

2) We choose our slavery.  Christ chose to be a slave and we do too. We 
are not forced into it. This is the main difference between physical and 
spiritual slavery - we want to be slaves. Jesus laid down His life for us and 
saved us from the wrath of God we owe Him our lives. We should want 
not only to be his servants but also to belong to Him. 

3) To be a slave of Christ is actually to be free. The truth is that 
everyone in the world is a slave. We are either a slave of Christ or 
a slave to sin. Jesus said that ‘Everyone who commits sin is a slave of 
sin’.   We were slaves to our own wants and desires that would have 
destroyed us but as a slave of Christ we are free not to sin, free to 
serve our Saviour.

Slaves ‘Paul and Timothy, 
slaves of Christ Jesus’ 

Philippians 1:1 (HCSB)

Tom Ward

Mrs Margaret Boothman explaining why 
she signed up as a Ministry Partner

Ministry Partners
I was picking up a set of CDs at the end of the GNBA conference 
a few years ago and I felt God tell me to become a Ministry Partner, 
so I asked about it at the desk. I was reminded by the staff that 
my husband Joe was already signed up! But I wanted to give to 
the ministry as well. The reason is because I like the unwavering 
preaching of the word of God. I get the word of God with no frills 
attached. I like the depth that the preaching goes to and this has 
increased my knowledge of my Heavenly Father.

Also I see the ministry moving forward. I get excited thinking about 
it when I am praying for GNBA. I love to see how the ministry is 
expanding and seeing the wonderful things GNBA is doing.

Ministry Partners give a small standing order of 
£5 (or more) each month.  In return they receive 
our bi-monthly Ministry Partners CD which is full 
of Bible teaching, news and radio programmes. 

Call us on 01777 817138 to subscribe.

Visit us at the 

Keswick Convention
The Good News Broadcasting Association

stand will be in the earthworks mission zone
  Week 3: 30 July - 5 August  

so if you’re in Keswick please come and see us there.  
We’d love to meet you.
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Tom Ward 
tonight 7.30pm. 
Don’t miss it!

You know... Tom 
Ward... GNBA

Ah, GNBA.  
I’ll be there.

Who?

Prayer Diary

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 

present your requests to God.  Philippians 4:6
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Pray for Kate who is 
recovering from a broken 
hip - for her speedy 
recovery.

Pray that many more 
people would feel able to 
host an event to support 
our 2016 appeal.

Pray for Mark in his day to 
day tasks and for success 
in organising interviews 
with new people.

Pray for and give thanks 
for our volunteer Liz 
Evans who is covering 
some of Kate’s workload.

Pray for the safe delivery 
of Joseph and Genevieve 
Kebbie’s baby this month.

Pray for patience for 
Kate, that she would not 
feel too frustrated  while 
away from work.

Pray for our preachers 
who are preparing 
messages for for Word 
Alive.

Pray that more 
people would access 
programmes through our 
website.

Thank God for positive 
feedback about the 
new-style Word Alive 
programme.

Pray for Tom as he 
prepares next month’s 
Ministry Partners CD.

Pray for our volunteers, 
Tony and Esther, who 
copy and pack the 
Ministry Partners CD.

Please pray for more 
Ministry Partners to 
support GNBA.

Pray for more openings 
for our programmes on 
Premier and TWR.

Pray that we will find 
gifted preachers able to 
contribute to Word Alive 
programmes.

Pray for an opening at 
UCB for our programmes 
to be broadcast.

Pray for continued 
inspiration for Tom as he 
writes Bible Focus.

Thank God for His 
goodness in providing 
timely gifts to meet our 
financial needs.

Pray that our 2016 appeal 
would increase people’s 
awareness and interest 
in GNBA.

Pray for more  local 
stations in the UK to air 
our programmes.

Pray that more stations 
in Africa would take 
our programmes and 
broadcast them widely.

Pray for Mel as she 
designs the next issue of 
Sounding Out.

Please pray for all our 
preparations to host a 
stand at the Keswick 
Convention this year.

Pray and give thanks for 
the volunteers who will 
pack Sounding Out ready 
for mailing this month.

Pray for continued 
freshness for Mark as 
he puts programmes 
together.

Pray that many new 
contacts would be made 
at Keswick, and future 
supporters too.

Pray for wisdom and 
guidance for Stephen 
Thompson and our Board 
of Directors.

Pray for Tom as he plans 
future programmes, 
projects and appeals.

For over a decade Dr Derek Stringer 
was the main Bible teacher for GNBA 
and an untold number of radio 
listeners have been blessed by his 
messages. 

We ceased broadcasting Derek at the 
end of 2015 and we know that many 
of you will miss his ministry. So, we 
are making a usb stick available for 
Sounding Out readers with hours and 
hours of Derek’s best loved messages. 

It costs just                 and will plug 
straight into your computer. Contact 
the office to order yours today. The first 
10 people to purchase the stick will 
get a free book by Dr Stringer as well.   

I 

DEREK!                                                                                                            

Do you have an opening at your church for 
Tom to come and share the work of GNBA?

TOM WARD: Has car, will travel!

 Contact the office 
on 01777 817138 

or email tom@gnba.net

Pray for more contacts 
to be made through 
Facebook and Twitter.

£30
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Back Lane, Ranskill, Retford, Notts DN22 8NN
Tel 01777 817 138    Website www.gnba.net    Email info@gnba.net

        www.facebook.com/gnbauk             @GNBARadio

Charity No. 275115

Radio
Listening Guide

OnLine: www.gnba.net
New programmes added from 7.00am daily 

On TV: if you have Sky, Freesat or Freeview
search for Trans World Radio.

PReMieR ChRisTian RadiO DAB Premier; Freeview 
725; Sky 0123; MW 1305, 1332, 1413.
Word Alive - Saturday 6.00am & 7.30pm 
 - Sunday 5.30am

TRans WORLd RadiO (UK)
Sky 0138; Freesat 790; Freeview HD Channel 733
Word Alive – Saturday 5.30pm & 11.30pm
Bible Focus – Weekday 2.30pm

hOPe FM  (Poole, Bournemouth, Christchurch) 90.1 FM
Word Alive – Sunday 7.30am
Finding The Plot – Sunday 11.00am

BRanCh FM  (Yorkshire) 101.8 FM
Word Alive – Sunday 6.00pm
Reveal – Saturday 9.00am
Bible Focus – Weekdays from 12 noon
Finding The Plot – Saturday 7.30pm

RadiO sTaR COUnTRY  (Ireland) MW 981
Word Alive – Wednesday 5.30pm

FLaMe FM  (Wirral & North West) MW 1521
GNBA SHOW – Weekdays 10.30am

aZiMUTh RadiO
www.azimuthradio.com

GOsPeL 4 GRaMPiOn www.g4g.org.uk
Finding The Plot – Part of ‘Teaching Hour’
Weekdays & Sundays 2.00am, 9.00am & 10.00pm

You can also listen...


