2020 has been the strangest and scariest year in recent times.
The Coronavirus has wreaked havoc on many nations and we
are still in the thick of it. Many thousands have died and
hundreds of thousands have been affected in the UK alone.
Maybe you have contracted it yourself or have cared for someone who
has but even if you haven’t, the national and local lockdowns have still
been hard. They have led to frustration, anxiety, isolation and division.
We have been reminded of our fragility and been left with questions
about what the real point of life actually is. Is there one?
The festive season is normally a good distraction from thinking too
deeply but even our beloved Christmas will be affected this year.
It’s unlikely that you will get to visit a Christmas market or see the lights
switched on. The carol service may be postponed and your kids may not
get to sit on Santa’s lap or dress up as a donkey for the school nativity,
but these things are only the trimmings. Jesus Christ is the meat of
Christmas.
Whatever this 25th of December looks like, it will still go ahead.
Christmas will be different, yes, but it isn’t cancelled. There will still be
millions upon millions of people celebrating the birth of the most
significant figure in human history. You are invited to do the same.
Take time in this socially distanced Christmas season to think about the
man who created Christmas. This is what Jesus’ own mother did, as
recorded in the Bible:

‘But Mary treasured up all these things and
pondered them in her heart.’ Luke 2:19
Mary took time in the busiest season of her young life to ponder what
God had done. And she would continue to ponder. Even the woman
who gave birth to Jesus would have to work out how to react to his life
and message.
The stark reality is that Jesus was born to die. His mission statement
was made clear in his very name; Jesus means ‘God saves’. Very few
people doubt that Jesus was a historical figure, but what do you do
with the claims about his death and resurrection recorded in multiple
historical documents?
2020 was not just the year of Covid-19, it was also the year of people
being cancelled. Statues have been pulled down and celebrities
‘deleted’ online for actions or comments discovered from their past. If
you are honest with yourself you know that if your whole life was aired
for everyone to see in a ‘Trueman Show ‘ style broadcast - you would
deserve to be cancelled too. You have done things and said things and
even thought things that are deeply wrong. This is called sin and it’s a
big problem. Just as we face consequences if we break the law of the
land, there are consequences for breaking the laws that God has
revealed in the Bible.
The Christmas story is that God chose to be born as a living, human
baby and, even though he lived a perfect life, people tried to ‘cancel’

him on the cross. Christians believe he was killed for sin that he didn’t
commit but that Jesus chose to die. You no longer need to feel shame at
what you’ve done or to fear being found out. The moment you turn to
Jesus for help your moral debt is cancelled because he paid it at the
cross. This is how God saves!
Christmas isn’t cancelled because Jesus couldn’t be cancelled. He rose
from the dead! Maybe this sounds too far fetched. It should shock you,
this isn’t something that normally happens. It is a miracle and one that
changed the world as we know it.
There is much to say about this so to find out more please send an email
to info@gnba.net and we will send you a free e-book called The
Neglected Nativity to help you ponder these things in your own heart.
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