


Every Christmas without fail the phrase ‘peace on earth’ is rolled out 
like a box of old Christmas tree decorations. It is used in popular 
songs and carols and printed in countless Christmas cards. There is 

nothing inherently wrong with these three words but they can seem a 
little shallow and even inappropriate right now when ‘peace on earth’ 
seems more unattainable than ever. There are conflicts abroad, political 
tensions, the continued spread of Covid-19 and royal scandals before 
you even think about your own life and the struggles you are facing.  

You may not realise that the phrase ‘peace on earth’ is actually from 
the Bible. A group of angels declare to a bunch of shepherds that Jesus 
has been born to bring ‘peace on earth’. You might think this disproves 
Jesus’ authenticity because He hasn’t brought peace on earth but it’s 
important that we read the rest of the sentence: 

‘Peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased’.  Luke 2:14

The Bible doesn’t promise peace to everyone and every situation. It 
promises peace to those who God is pleased with. So to get peace we 

have to please God. How can we possibly do that? In another verse of 
the Bible it says this:

‘Since we have been made right in God’s sight by 
faith, we have peace with God because of what 
Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us’.  Romans 5:1

You can’t please God by yourself - it’s impossible. This is where Jesus 
Christ dying on the cross comes into play. It’s a story that may seem as 
clichéd as ‘peace on earth’ but it is actually the key to real and lasting 
peace. Most people think of peace as the absence of war or believe that 
peace comes from getting rid of stress or removing themselves from 
difficult situations, but the Bible makes it clear that the true peace God 
offers is not something external but is both internal and eternal. We 
can only have this total peace and wholeness when we realise that we 
have offended God in our thoughts, words and actions and then ask for 
help from Jesus Christ. Jesus died on a cross two thousand years ago to 
pay for all that is wrong in our lives and to exchange that for peace 
with God. Surely this offer is too great to be ignored...
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If you long for peace today please go to 
www.gnba.net/listen-now/peace/ 
Or contact whoever gave you this leaflet.


