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Help us 
teach 
the Bible 
through 
radio in the 
Middle East



Welcome to the latest Sounding Out!  I’d like to tell 
you first of all about a very exciting opportunity to 

broadcast our programmes in the Holy Land… to do 
this we desperately need your help! 

With your support we can broadcast Word Alive on the only Christian station in 
Israel. The ministry Voice of Hope has been broadcasting in the Middle East for the 
last few years and most of their schedule is in Arabic, but they do broadcast for 
a few hours each week in English. With the ability to reach over 40 million people 
they have audiences in northern Israel, Lebanon and Syria and the frequency can 
even be heard as far as Spain, Germany, Finland and India. Broadcast airtime in 
the Middle East is a very rare commodity and we feel this is a wonderful way to get 
our programmes further around the world. 

Obviously Israel holds a great amount of significance for us as believers and I’m 
particularly passionate about supporting Christians there and sharing the gospel 
with the many Muslims who are searching for the truth. Syria is also a place on my 
heart. Several years ago, while working for Trans World Radio, I covered the Syrian 

conflict and did regular news stories and 
documentaries about it, but I often felt helpless to 
make any kind of difference apart from highlighting 
the issues. As the brutal civil war rages on even 
now I would love GNBA to broadcast hope into that 
devastated area. Could you help us do this?     

For just £100 a week we can broadcast Word Alive 
across the Middle East. Please would you 
prayerfully consider partnering with us? Could you 

commit to a regular donation towards the costs of broadcasting? 

We have made some changes to our Ministry Partners subscription (see page 3) 
which we hope will encourage more of you to partner with us.

Of course if you prefer to give a one-off donation that would also be great.  I was so 
blessed when we raised £9000 for the Sonlight For Africa appeal in 2016. If we 

Stewarding finances at GNBA is a constant 
challenge as we seek to walk the line 
between reducing costs and stepping out 
in faith to send out the gospel by radio.  
In light of this we value more than ever 
the commitment of our Ministry Partners 
to pray for us and to give regularly to the 
work.  We would love to (and need to) have 
more of you!

We have reshaped our Ministry Partners 
subscription package to include anyone 
who gives by monthly Standing Order, 
no matter how small the amount!

What small sacrifice would you have to 
make each month to give just £2 to GNBA? 
A cup of coffee in a coffee shop? A walk 
to the shops rather than catch the bus?  
Three less chocolate bars?

To set up your Standing Order you can use 
the address label that came with your copy 
of Sounding Out or visit http://bit.ly/MP-
Sub to print off a form from our website 
and return it to us at the office.  

Don’t forget that as a Ministry Partner you 
will also receive our bi-monthly CD with all 
the up-to-date news, matters for prayer and 
current programmes.

If you’ve never given financially to GNBA 
before, we urge you to consider it now.

could raise the same amount again it 
would pay for almost two year’s airtime 
in the Middle East! 

As desperately as I want to take on this 
new venture it comes at a difficult time 
for GNBA financially, and so how much 
we raise will determine how long we can 
broadcast for. The finances at GNBA 
continue to be a grave concern for me 
but we still want to be stepping out in 
faith and trusting God to provide as we 
seek to reach the world with the gospel.  
Please help us in this.

There are other 
ways in which 
you can really 
help.  I would 
love the 
opportunity to 
preach at new 
churches and 

tell more people about the work that 
GNBA is doing.  If you could help arrange 
this at the church you attend please do 
get in touch.

I continue to preach regularly at a 
number of churches and recently visited 
a new church in Scotland which was a 
blessing.  Please pray also for my wife 
and daughters who I leave behind when 
I am preaching away.

With thanks as always 
for your support.

Hello and welcome!
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Stephen Thompson
It must be around 
eighteen years ago 
that Geoff Bennett 
(then vice chair of 

GNBA), when preaching 
at our church one Sunday 

evening, asked me to consider joining 
the board.  They were looking to have 
some younger people involved, and I was 
in my early 40s!! 

Although initially reticent, I began to 
sense that God was leading me to join 
the team.  Any ambivalence I felt about 
coming onto the board was significantly 
amplified when I was invited by Derek 
Stringer to become chairman.  But after 
experiencing something akin to my call to 
the ministry, I eventually said ‘Yes’.  I’m 
grateful to God for all the opportunities, 
friendships, Divine help and human 
support I’ve received through these  
years.  I’ve met (and worked with) so 
many wonderful people - not least Tom 
Ward, for whom I have the greatest 
respect, and whose friendship I value.  
I commend him, and the current team, 
to your prayerful support.

The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’ 
And let the one who hears say, ‘Come!’ 
Let the one who is thirsty come; and 
let the one who wishes take the free 
gift of the water of life.  Revelation 22:17

In the final chapter of Revelation, there is 
a repeated emphasis on the theme that 
Jesus is coming soon. In response to this, 
John’s prayer is (and it should be the 
prayer of the whole Church)  ‘Amen. 
Come, Lord Jesus.’ 

There is also the gracious and repeated, 
invitation to the ‘thirsty’ to ‘come’ and 
‘take the free gift of the water of life.’ 
Isaiah 55:1 says, ‘Come, all you who are 
thirsty, come to the waters; and you who 
have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, 
buy wine and milk without money and 
without cost.’

Words of Jesus in John 7:37 are also 
brought to mind, ‘Let anyone who is 
thirsty, come to me and drink’ and the 
invitation stands for all the spiritually 
thirsty today. Jesus will not fail to deliver 
on His promise. You and I can prove its 
truth. Salvation is a free gift. Let the Church 
echo this message, and repeat it through-
out the world. As the old hymn says, ‘Now 
none but Christ can satisfy…’

I am so thankful for Stephen’s 
involvement in GNBA over the 
years and his investment in me 
personally. I have benefitted so 
much from his wisdom, guidance 
and encouragement. He has 
modelled to me what it looks like 
to be a servant-hearted, humble 
leader and I still have much to learn!  

I know many of our supporters 
have appreciated Stephen’s 
teaching on Bible Focus in the past 
and at the GNBA conferences. He 
is also a gifted writer and continues 
to produce daily devotionals at 
www.adatewithjesus.com. Do 
check them out. We include one of 
them in the next column.

I also appreciate all the time Mark 
has put into being on the GNBA 
board over the years. He often saw 
situations from a different angle 
which was really helpful for the 
rest of the trustees. I always felt 
supported and encouraged by him 
and he will be missed by us all.

Boardroom Changes

Mark Kennett
I was asked to join the board of 
GNBA in October 2011 and since 
that time I have been privileged to 
see some of the impact of the 
ministry on many people. 

From the beginning of my 
involvement I was 
encouraged by the 
way that the board 
sought to put first 
God’s kingdom in 
all the decisions 
and opportunities 
available to GNBA. 
When Derek Stringer 
retired it was always going to be 
a hard act to follow, yet Tom has 
exceeded our hopes and his desire 
to ensure God is in control of the 
direction GNBA is going has been 
a joy to see. 

I will miss my fellow board 
members and the staff at GNBA 
but I feel that now is the time to let 
others be involved in this wonderful 
ministry.

After many years of service on GNBA’s Board of Directors, former 
Chairman Stephen Thompson and board member Mark Kennett 
are now stepping down...

Stephen Thompson

 
Come,
Lord Jesus!

4



I’m not much of a Star Trek 
fan - in fact I don’t think I’ve 
ever watched a full episode - 
but I seem to have picked up a 
few words from the programme 
over the years by osmosis... words 
like Stardate, Deep Space Nine and 
The Enterprise. 

Of course, I also know of Captain 
Kirk and Spock but a few days ago a 
random Star Trek phrase popped into 
my head that I hadn’t thought of for 
years... ‘Beam me up, Scotty!’

It seemed to be a popular phrase 
when I was a lad. So what led me to 
my reminiscent moment of despair? It 
was in relation to all the latest political 
developments going on in our country. 
I won’t mention the ‘B’ word here 
because anything I write will be out of 
date by the time you read this and also 
it’s rather depressing. In a moment of 
frustration at all the accusations and 
rhetoric and anger and confusion I did 
think ‘Beam me up, Scotty!’ 

In reality I don’t really want Scotty to 
beam me up, nor do I think he has 
the ability to do so (I don’t even know 
who he is), but as a Christian I can 
sometimes have what I would call a 

‘rapture mind-set’ where I basically 
long for Jesus to zap me up into the 
clouds instantly and get me out of this 
world that seems to be going to hell in 
a handbasket. It’s not wrong to want 
Jesus to return, in fact it’s a positively 
good thing, but not if it leads to a 
disengagement with the society that 
we live in. 

Recently on Word Alive I have been 
preaching through the book of Jeremiah 
and I have once again been personally 
challenged by chapter 29 verse 7. 

Seek the peace and prosperity of the 
city to which I have carried you into 
exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because 
if it prospers, you too will prosper.

The context is that God’s people 
have been taken into exile by the 
Babylonians as a judgement from God 
because of their continual breaking 
of the covenant. Many false prophets 
at the time were saying ‘Don’t worry, 
we won’t be here long. We’ll be back 
in Jerusalem before you know it,’ but 
what God actually said was ‘settle 
down, you are here for the long haul!’ 

I understand that being a Christian 
in the UK in 2019 is not the same 
as being an exile in 586 BC but it is 

true to say that, like the Israelites, 
we are foreigners in a foreign land 
and strangers in a strange land. We 
are exiles and this is not our ultimate 
home. But while waiting for Jesus 
to return we are to spend our time 
seeking the peace and prosperity of 
the place where God has put us. 

We should be engaged with the politics 
and the culture around us. We should 
care about local matters and global 
issues. We should fight for the rights 
of the oppressed and minorities. 
We should want good laws and right 
freedoms. We should long for peace 
and do what we can to contribute 
towards it because we will benefit from 
it as much as anyone else. 

And when you’re not sure what to do… 
pray. Pray for God’s kingdom to come 
and His will to be done. Pray that God 
would bless our nation and that it 
would prosper in the right ways.  

Waiting for Jesus shouldn’t be a 
passive thing and we have far more 
productive things to do with our time 
than to fall into despair. And there is 
always Star Trek to catch up on as well.  

Beam
me up!

Tom Ward

Photo by Andrew Spencer on Unsplash6
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We’ve now produced five episodes of this 
podcast and it seems to have been well 
received. Tom and Stuart discuss challenges 
that the 

Church is facing. Please listen and 
let us know what you think. You can 
find it on iTunes and other podcast 
directories or via the homepage of our 
website www.gnba.net.

Hiding From Thee is Stuart Reynolds’ current 
series on Bible Focus, looking at our tendency 
as humans to hide from God. It happened in the 
garden and even today 
people love darkness 
instead of light because 

their deeds are evil. See the 
schedule on the back page to tune in 
every weekday.

You can tune in to The Reality (see 
schedule) or listen online to this weekly 
programme in which Dudley Anderson 
interviews 

guests with 
stories to tell of how God has worked 
in their lives. One of the most popular 
programmes recently has been Only 
One Real Sacrifice, the testimony of 
a Muslim who turned to Christ. 

With no experience and little budget we have 
entered into the world of YouTube! Tom has been 
doing some Bible reviews with Mel doing the 

editing. The plan is to develop some 
short video devotionals in the future. 
The viewing figures are currently 
small but hopefully this will grow and 
become yet another way of introducing 
new and younger people to what we 
do. Watch at http://bit.ly/GNBA_YT. 

Each week Dudley Anderson offers some words 
of encouragement and blessing for those who are 
following Christ. Recent topics are: forgiving others 
before coming 
to worship, 

keeping running after taking a tumble 
and being ready to preach the gospel 
when the opportunity arrives. Listen at 
www.gnba.net/listen-now.

Over the last few months Tom has been preaching through 
Jeremiah. Although this Old Testament book is dominated 
by the exile of God’s people because of their sin, there are 
also some beautiful 
moments of promised 

restoration, forgiveness 
and grace. There are a lot of 
applications for the Church today! 
Word Alive is also now available as a 
podcast - find it on iTunes!

CURRENT PROGRAMMES
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We’re excited to announce that we’ll be holding a GNBA Teaching Day at Christ 
Church, Worksop in Nottinghamshire on Saturday 21st March 2020.

We are planning a day full of great teaching which will centre around the Bible, its 
relevancy and the importance of holding fast to God’s Word in our present culture.  
Our speakers will be the GNBA Bible teaching team - Tom Ward, Stuart Reynolds 
and Dudley Anderson.

We hope that many of you will be able to attend.  It is always so encouraging to 
meet our listeners and supporters in person and enjoy fellowship together.

To keep costs down and make the day accessible to as many people as possible we 
are asking you to bring your own packed lunch. Drinks will be available throughout 
the day. Starting at 9.30am for registration, with the first meeting beginning at 
10.00am, we plan to finish at 4.00pm. Tickets will be just £10.

You can book your place at the Teaching Day by returning the booking form 
(enclosed with this copy of Sounding Out) with your payment.  If you wish to book 
by phone and pay by card please call the office on 01777 817138.  Alternatively 
you can book online at https://gnbateachingday.eventbrite.co.uk.

Christ Church, Worksop is located at Thievesdale Close, Worksop, Nottinghamshire 
S81 0XS.  It isn’t far from either the A1 or M1 motorway or, if you’ll be travelling by 
train, a 30 minute walk or 5 minute taxi drive from Worksop train station.  If you 
require any more details about the conference before booking then don’t hesitate 
to contact us.

And don’t forget to bring your Bible!

GNBA
Teaching 

Day
Saturday

21st March 2020

Pray for wisdom as we 
make choices about 
areas to cut costs.

Thank God for the 
numbers of people 
listening to Too Hot 

For Radio.

Pray for Becky Kelly 
who has just joined 

the GNBA Board.

Thank God for the 
recent increase 

in preaching 
opportunities for Tom. 

Please pray for more 
regular listeners to 
our programmes.

Pray for Tony as he 
deals with all the 

finances for GNBA.

Pray that the Word 
Alive podcast 

would reach a new 
audience.

Please pray that more 
of our listeners would 
become supporters.

Please pray that 
our Christmas 

programmes would 
reach unbelievers.

Pray for Dudley as 
he prepares and 

produces The Reality 
and God Tracker.

Please pray that God 
would give wisdom 

to Tom as he directs 
the ministry.

Pray for more 
opportunities to 
spread the word 

about GNBA.

Pray for Word Alive as 
it is broadcast weekly 

in Africa with TWR.

Pray for Mel, 
particularly as she 
works from home a 

few days each week.

Pray that the GNBA 
team would return to 
work refreshed after 

Christmas.

Please pray that 
God would provide 

for GNBA’s financial 
needs.

Pray that those who 
request free CDs 

would be blessed by 
the messages.

Please pray for 
God’s wisdom 

for the Board of 
Directors.

Pray that God would 
use Stuart powerfully 

as he preaches 
each Sunday.

Please pray for much 
fruit in the lives of 

those who listen to 
our programmes.

Pray that Tom will 
know God’s help as he 
studies for preaching 

engagements.

Pray for Stuart in 
his preparation for 

Bible Focus.

Give thanks for the 
volunteers who give 

time to help with 
mailings.

Pray for Henryk and 
Dina and the whole 
Voice of the Gospel 

staff in Poland. 

Pray for increased 
opportunities to 

network with local 
Christians.

Pray for the 
production of 
Sounding Out.

Thank God for each 
faithful Ministry 

Partner and pray for 
more to join us.

Praise God for the 
work He is doing 
through GNBA.

Prayer Diary
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Radio Guide

You can unsubscribe from Sounding Out at any time.  Simply contact us using the details above.

Branch FM 
Radio: 101.8 FM
Word Alive
Sunday 6.00pm

Bible Focus
Weekdays from 12 noon

The Reality
Saturday 5.30pm 
Sunday 7.00pm

Flame CCR
Radio: MW 1521 or Internet DAB
GNBA Show
Weekdays 10.30am

The Reality
Sunday 11.00pm

Radio North
Radio: 846 AM
Bible Focus
Weekdays 8.45am

Hope FM  
Radio: 90.1 FM
Word Alive
Sunday 7.30am

The Reality
 Sunday 11.00am

Premier Christian Radio  
Digital radio: DAB Premier
TV: Freeview 725 or Sky 0123. 
Radio: MW 1305, 1332, 1413, 1566

Word Alive  
Saturday 6.00am & 7.30pm
Sunday 5.30am

Trans World Radio 
TV: Freeview HD Channel 733, Sky 0138 or Freesat 790

Word Alive 
Saturday 6.00am
Sunday 6.00pm

Bible Focus 
Weekdays 8.20am, 2.20pm & 8.20pm

Azimuth Radio
Internet: www.azimuthradio.com

Radio Star Country
Radio: MW 981
Word Alive
Wednesday 5.30pm

Tune in!  Or listen any time at

www.gnba/listen-now

Gospel 4 Grampian
Internet: www.g4g.org.uk


