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Is it a sin
to be rich?
Teaching the Bible through radio

hello & welcome

to the latest edition of Sounding Out!

WATCH

THIS

SPACE!

I am writing to say a big
‘thank you’ for the excellent
Word Alive Bible teaching
broadcast on Premier Radio.

God bless you all as you produce
and host these inspiring and
motivating programmes which
bless me daily. I believe other
listeners are also blessed.

As I sit alone in our (relatively) new office in Manchester, it feels a little bit
like the calm before the storm… a good storm!
In just a few days’ time we will have interviewed a number of candidates for the
two current vacancies at Good News Broadcasting. By the time of the next
newsletter, Lord willing, a new radio producer and a new accountant/
administrator will be hard at work. I have also been in discussions of late which
could lead to a sizeable increase in the radio stations that we broadcast with.
This is a really exciting development but I’m not able to confirm anything just yet.
Then there is the property in Ranskill. The process has taken longer than we
expected because of the need to change the use of the building from
commercial to residential. We still have a buyer but are waiting for the paperwork
to come through. By the next Sounding Out the property, Lord willing, will be
sold and we will be able to put the much needed funds to good use.
The studio for the new office is soon to be fitted. We have decided to have a
self-contained studio installed that can be moved if needed. This is particularly
important because we are renting the office space and we have to be mindful
that any changes we make to the property would have to be reversed if we were
ever to move. This type of studio removes that issue. I look forward to showing
you some pictures in the next newsletter.
As you can see, there are lots of things just around the corner which I am really
excited about but as always we are busy doing what we do best: teaching the
Bible through radio. You can read about some of our latest programmes on
page 9. I continue to be encouraged by the positive feedback from listeners. On
the next page are a few recent comments we have received...
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Bible Focus is one inspiring programme
which tackles everyday spiritual life. The
simple examples Stuart uses are very
meaningful to me… so down to earth.

Because I was unwell I missed some
of the message this morning, which
I always look forward to, so would
really appreciate a copy on CD and
would like also to pass it on to a
member of my family afterwards.
I’m sure they would appreciate it.

Thank you so much for this
talk - one of the best I think!
If you would like to send us an
encouragement by email we would
love to hear from
you. Write to
info@gnba.net.

We would like to say a big
‘THANK YOU’ to all of you who
have sent special gifts over the last
few months toward the significant
costs of our recent relocation and
for our new studio set-up.
Thankfully most of these costs have
been ‘one-offs.’ However, with the
relatively new commitment to
broadcast programmes via TWR Africa
and the imminent employment of
much-needed new staff, our monthly
outgoings are also increasing.
Would you consider becoming one
of our Ministry Partners?
Ministry Partners give £5 per month by
Standing Order or a single gift of £60
per year. They are the backbone of our
ministry, providing a measure of financial
stability and prayerful support. To show
our appreciation, Ministry Partners also
receive a bi-monthly CD.
For more information you can visit the
‘Get Involved’ page of our website, call
us on 01777 817138 or, if you
received your copy of Sounding Out by
post, simply complete and return the
Standing Order section on the reverse
side of your mailing label.
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Saying goodbye
to Joseph
For a number of years Joseph Kebbie has
worked one day each week for GNBA in Africa,
initiating and sustaining relationships with the
stations that broadcast our programmes.
With our recent partnership with TWR Africa this role has become less necessary
at the present time. Furthermore, Joseph has been finding himself rather
overstretched. Last year he set up his own youth radio station called VOX and
has continued to travel to do radio training as well as working for Reach Beyond
and Christianity Works.
Due to these factors we have come to a mutual agreement that Joseph will no
longer officially represent Good News Broadcasting in Africa. We are thankful
for all he has done for the ministry over a number of years and pray that God
will continue to bless him in all he does. Joseph writes:

Poland
Good News Broadcasting Association
continues to financially support the work of
Voice Of The Gospel in Poland. Here are some
of the projects our friends Henryk and Dina
Dedo have been involved with recently.
Last year Henryk met with the Director of the Penitentiary Office of the Central
Board of the Prison Service. Subsequently, the Bible script Who is He? was
broadcast on Christmas day in ALL prisons and detention centres in Poland.
Jesus of Nazareth - a Bible radio drama produced
with the cooperation of Polish Radio Theatre
- was also broadcast at Christmas by the
main Polish public radio station, Polish
Radio 1!
Dancers from Ballet Magnificat
(below) performed a rendition of
Corrie Ten Boom’s amazing story,
The Hiding Place, to a packed
audience last year.

The memories of my first encounter with this incredible ministry through its former
director Dr. Derek Stringer are still vivid to me as I was taken on to expand the
work in Africa by getting the programs on stations across the African continent.
With God on our side, the programs got to air on stations in South Africa,
Uganda, Kenya, Cameroon, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Ghana and many more
countries thereby allowing millions to hear God’s word.
This success soon came with its own challenges whereby radio stations kept
requesting us to pay for airtime in order to keep airing the programs. This reality
and other commitments became overwhelming, and an agreement was made
with Tom to say farewell to GNBA.
I sincerely want to express my deepest appreciation to the many supporters of
GNBA and to those that supported me personally. Please keep me in your prayers
as I move on with other obligations and as I keep serving Africa through missions.
Much love, Joseph
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Turn over to page 8 to see where GNBA
programmes are broadcast in Africa.

Above you can see some of the
young people who attended the
holiday camp in the summer.
A few of them are refugee children
from areas affected by armed
conflict in Ukraine. All of them were
given a copy of the Bible in Polish.
Please pray that God will use these
works to further the Gospel in Poland.

I

f you’re like me your automatic
response will be ‘nope, not me.’

The reason we often respond this way
is because we have already decided
who the rich are and it just so happens
that we aren’t in that group.
But it’s not just Bill Gates, Richard
Branson, Jeff Bezos and Mark
Zuckerberg who are in that category.
We usually put anyone who has more
money than us on the rich list. It
unearths a dissatisfaction in ourselves
with what we have.

ARE YOU
R I CH ? ?

I am often struck by the words of the
apostle Paul in Philippians 4:12-13.
I know how to be brought low, and
I know how to abound. In any and
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Come now, you rich, weep and
howl for the miseries that are
coming upon you. Your riches have
rotted and your garments are
moth-eaten. Your gold and silver
have corroded, and their corrosion
will be evidence against you and
will eat your flesh like fire. You have
laid up treasure in the last days.
I challenge you to search the New
Testament for verses about being rich
and insert your own name - it’s a
sobering task. The inevitable question
will be: is it a sin to be rich? Paul
answers this in 1 Timothy 6:17:

“If only I had £____ (fill in the blank)
then things would be fine,” we say.
When you stop and really think about
it you know this is foolish because
when or if that amount comes in, the
figure in your head would simply rise
once again as it has done in the past.
It’s a problem as old as time but still
so prevalent.
I still linger over the ‘SKIP’ button when
watching YouTube and an advert comes
on with some self-made millionaire who
is going to tell me, just me, how to
make a cool £5K before breakfast. Five
thousand pounds would be really nice
right now! The problem is a lack of
contentment and this is ultimately sin.

needles. He would have heard about
Jesus’ conversation with the rich young
ruler. Maybe he had even heard Jesus’
brother James talk about riches:

As for the rich in this present age,
charge them not to be haughty, nor
to set their hopes on the uncertainty
of riches, but on God, who richly
provides us with everything to enjoy.
every circumstance, I have learned
the secret of facing plenty and
hunger, abundance and need.
I can do all things through him who
strengthens me.
Preachers often like to point out how
Paul had learnt to be content when
provisions were low, but more
applicable for us today I think is how
Paul learnt to be content even in
times of plenty and abundance.

Statistitians tell us that this generation
has more expendable cash than any
other generation before, but that we
are also the least happy of any
generation before. We simply aren’t
content with what we have. Paul
recognised the need for Christ to
strengthen him in times of
abundance. He knew the dangers of
riches. He would have heard about
what Jesus had said about camels and

It is not a sin to be rich but it is a real
danger to us spiritually. Money can
lead to temptation. It can lead to
discontentment. It can lead to
grumbling. It can lead to envy. It can
be a distraction. Instead let’s pray that
Christ will strengthen us to be content
with the riches we have and to be rich
in good works (1 Tim 6:18).

By

Tom

Ward

Teaching the Bible around the world

Current programmes

While the largest concentration of listeners is in the UK, it’s great to know that our
programmes are being heard further afield as well. We hope you will partner with
us in prayer and financially to reach even more countries in the coming years.

Wherever you live, we hope you are able to listen to our programmes. You’ll
find comprehensive information on our website about different ways to tune
in, and of course all of our programmes can be found on the website too, so
you can listen whenever you like. Here’s what we’ve been broadcasting lately...

Word Alive

People
are accessing
programmes via
our website in
these countries.
Programmes broadcast
several times each
weekend by TWR Africa.

We can be
heard across
the whole of Africa
through the free
TWR Africa app.
We also broadcast
on FM in Malawi
with TWR Malawi.

Premier Christian Radio

Trans World Radio

Digital radio: DAB Premier
TV: Freeview 725 or Sky 0123
Radio: MW 1305, 1332, 1413, 1566
Word Alive: Saturday 6.00am,
7.30pm, Sunday 5.30am

TV: Freeview HD Channel 733,
Sky 0138 or Freesat 790
Word Alive: Saturday 6.00am,
Sunday 6.00pm
Bible Focus: Weekdays 8.20am,
2.20pm & 8.20pm

Radio North
Radio: 846 AM
Bible Focus:
Weekdays 8.45am

Branch FM

Radio: 101.8 FM
Word Alive:
Sunday 6.00pm
Bible Focus:
Weekdays from 12 noon
Finding The Plot:
Saturday 7.30am

Radio Star Country Radio: MW 981
Word Alive: Wednesday 5.30pm

Flame CCR Radio: MW 1521 or Internet DAB
GNBA Show: Weekdays 10.30am
Gospel 4 Grampian Internet: www.g4g.org.uk
Finding The Plot: Part of ‘Teaching Hour’
Weekdays and Sundays 2.00am, 9.00am, 10.00pm
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Hope FM Radio: 90.1 FM
Azimuth Radio
Internet:
www.azimuthradio.com

Word Alive:
Sunday 7.30am
Finding The Plot:
Sunday 12.00pm

Tom Ward is currently going verse-by-verse through
the book of James. Tom said this about the
series:
“I have wanted to preach through James for
a long time but I’ve been a bit intimidated
by it in the past and to be totally honest
I still am! It covers some very important,
topical and sometimes controversial
issues such as suffering, being rich,
favouritism, faith and works, hypocrisy
and healing to mention a few. It calls for
radical Christ-like living with absolutely no
compromise. In my humble opinion it is the
most challenging book of the Bible.”

Bible Focus
Stuart Reynolds is currently preaching a
series on the ‘I AM’ sayings of Jesus found
in John’s gospel. Tom asked Stuart why he
chose this series. He said:
“It has been said by those better qualified
than me that the most important thing
about us is what we believe about Jesus
Christ. If we are wrong about Jesus Christ it
doesn’t matter how much else we are right
about! When it comes to who Christ is there is
no one better to answer that than Jesus Himself.”
Listen to these programmes and find more information at www.gnba.net
7
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March

april

may

june

sunday

Give thanks that work
on the new studio
is now progressing.

Pray for more new listeners
to tune in and be blessed
by the programmes.

Thank God for the
new volunteers
who have joined us
since our relocation.

Please pray for Tom as he
writes material for the
next issue of Sounding Out.

monday

We hope to have new
staff joining us this month.
Please pray for them
(subscribe to E-News
for updates).

Pray for Henryk, Dina
and the Voice Of The
Gospel team in Poland.

Pray for the Board of
Directors as they
meet this month.

Please pray for the
smooth running of
the Sounding Out
mailing this month.

tuesday

Please pray for Tom
as he prepares new
material for Word Alive.

Pray for Tom as he seeks
more opportunities
to broadcast the
programmes.

Please pray for
an increase
in finances.

Pray that Word Alive and
Bible Focus would continue
to bless many listeners.

Pray for more of our
regular listeners to
become regular givers.

Pray specifically for
our broadcasting on
Radio North which is
a secular station.

Pray that God would
bless Vox Radio, set up by
Joseph Kebbie recently.

Please pray for
more visitors accessing
programmes on
our website.

Pray for the speedy
completion of the new
studio set-up.

Pray for creativity for
staff who are planning
and producing new
programme content.

Pray for staff still settling
in to their new roles
(subscribe to E-News
for updates).

Please pray for Mel
as she designs Sounding
Out this month.

friday

Please pray that God would
bless the ministry of Stuart
Reynolds on Bible Focus.

Pray for new listeners to
become regular listeners
over the Easter period.

Pray for the programmes
broadcast in Africa, that
God will use them to bless
more listeners there.

Please pray for
GNBA finances and
that we will steward
donations wisely.

Thank God for all those
supporters who are able to
financially support GNBA.

Pray for Mel as she seeks
to increase the number
of visitors to our website
through social media.

Please pray for more
opportunities for Tom to
preach and speak about
the work of GNBA.

Thank God for all His
provision for GNBA and
for the encouragement of
answered prayer.

In what is termed, and even
celebrated as, the “Post Modern”
generation of today, where there are
no absolutes, everything being
relative and centred around the
acclaimed final measure of self (an
unwise standard if ever there was!),
how we need some certainty to cling
to and stand on. The Church in large
part has stopped telling the truth to
the world because we have stopped
hearing the truth ourselves.

vows there are no winners,
everybody loses.

· Not everyone who smiles at you is
your friend.

· Our most challenging problemperson is self.

· We can never overestimate the value,
significance and potential of one.

· Heroes are only cowards who
choose to stay and not run.

There are still absolutes, certainties,
rules, consequences and conclusions:

· To fall and mess up is not to fail – to

· Time is not a circle that is always

· True love is not blind but goes on

repeated but a continuous line that
never returns.

· This world does not owe me
anything.

· We must not let the opinions of

others define who we are, control
what we believe, limit what we can do.

· We reap what we sow…every
time…eventually...ultimately.
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· When we cheat on our marriage

fail is to stay down and not try again.
loving with eyes wide open.

· Those who don’t believe in God

don’t believe in nothing but end up
believing anything.

· I’ve read the last chapter of the
Bible…God wins!

· Jim Elliot said, “He is no fool who
gives up what he cannot keep in
order to gain what he cannot lose!”

thursday wednesday

T.S. Elliot wrote, “Humankind cannot bear much reality!”
More crucially, Jesus Christ said, “If you hold to my teaching,
you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and
the truth will set you free” (John 8:31-32).

So we fasted and petitioned our God
about this, and he answered our prayer.
Ezra 8:23

saturday

Reality!

prayer
diary

To subscribe to E-News call 01777 817138 or visit www.gnba.net/resources/e-news
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Would you consider leaving a legacy
to aid the future ministry of GNBA in
teaching the Bible through radio?
Over the years Good News Broadcasting Association has
received valuable funds from legacies. Usually these
bequests are completely unexpected but often at a point
of particular need for GNBA.

Would you be able to leave a financial gift to GNBA in your will?
If you would like more information about how you can do this
please email us at info@gnba.net or call 01777 817138.

Unit 27 Wilsons Park, Monsall Road, Manchester M40 8WN
Tel 01777 817 138 Website www.gnba.net Email info@gnba.net
www.facebook.com/gnbauk

@GNBARadio

Charity No. 275115

You can unsubscribe from Sounding Out at any time. Simply contact us using the details above.

