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We’ve
moved!



2

Firstly, Manchester is a much more strategic city for 
us to be based in. We are now located just over 

a mile away from the city centre and five 
miles from Media City where much of 

the BBC radio output is now based, as 
well as the ITV studios. Manchester 

is basically the media hub of the 
North, topped only by London in 
the whole country. 

Secondly, on a personal note, it 
is much easier for me to access. 
It has sliced my commute down 

drastically as I only live about 15 
minutes’ drive away. I have lived 

in Manchester for over 25 years and 
have many more contacts with church 

and ministry leaders in this part of the 
country and I hope to be able to utilise these 

more now that we are based in the North West. 
Networking and partnering and having people come to the studio should be 
much easier in Manchester. 

Thirdly, our Ranskill property represents our biggest financial asset and, 
considering it is more space than we actually need, it makes sense that we sell 
it to free up resources to put into the essential work we are doing. With this 
money we hope to take on some new staff and find new avenues to broadcast 
our programmes globally. Currently I work full-time in the office. Mel works in 
the office on Wednesdays and works from home on Mondays and Thursdays, 
and Stuart Reynolds comes in to the office on Tuesdays.     

hello & welcome 
to the latest edition of Sounding Out!

PrAy
We have been in the new office for a 
couple of months and it already feels 
like home. We had a board meeting 
a few weeks ago and a couple of our 
members commented on how well our 
equipment fitted into the space. I am 
really excited about the future but I would 
appreciate your prayer for a couple of things:

We are in the process of selling the 
Ranskill property and have accepted an 
offer but are waiting for all the details to 
be finalised. Please pray that everything 
goes through smoothly and quickly. 

The new office is noisier than we are 
used to and we need to sound-proof 
the studio room. We have explored a 
number of different options but please 
pray for wisdom as we work out the 
right solution; one that is both sound 
effective and cost effective.  

Please pray for our recruitment process. 
We will begin by taking on a new producer/ 
presenter. This is an important position 
and we really want to find the right person. 

We have lots of neighbours doing a 
variety of different things. Please 
pray that we will build really good 
relationships and have lots of 
opportunities to talk about Jesus! 

Thanks for your prayer and as always 
thanks for your 
interest in this 
ministry. 
God bless,

Over the summer we moved our office from ranskill 
to Manchester. The GNBA board and I believe that this 
is the best thing for the ministry going forward for a 
number of reasons. 

3



4 75

This is according to a 2015 article in 
The Spectator magazine that I saw a 
link to the other day.  The article states 
figures from censuses, the British 
Social Attitudes surveys and the 
British Election Study to show that the 
UK saw a reduction of over five million 
Christians between 2001 and 2011. 
That is a weekly rate of 10,000 people! 
If this haemorrhaging continues the 
church in the UK will be extinct by 2067.

The only caveat in the article was that 
this doomsday date excludes the 
numbers of Christians who have 
moved to this country from abroad. 
The author of the article queried 
whether that’s why Christian 
denominations are generally so 
pro-immigration! 

I’ve looked online to see any 
responses to this article at the time or 
any comment from the Christian press 
since, but so far I haven’t found any. 
I’ve come up with five possible 

reasons for why there has been no 
response to this prediction:

1. No Christians read The Spectator.

2. Everyone has heard this type of 
thing before and is bored of 
responding.

3. Christians are hoping Jesus will 
have returned before 2067.

4. Christians are too busy out on 
mission to reply.

5. The decline of the UK church has 
happened even quicker than The 
Spectator’s prediction and no one is left.

I would hazard a guess that out of 
these five options numbers two and 
three are most plausible. We have all 
heard the warnings before of a mass 
exodus from the church and how we 
are not keeping the younger 
generations and that many churches 
are almost empty save for a few lovely 
pensioners. But despite this we are still 
here - there are still churches across 
the land. So, what’s the problem?

The problem is that although there 
are some isolated anomalies in certain 
denominations (predominantly 
African churches) the church over all 
is still declining rapidly and less and 

less people are identifying as Christian 
every time a major survey is done. 
If you read Christianity magazine, 
Evangelicals Now or the Church Times 
I’m not sure you get the sense of 
urgency about the scale of decline. 
Instead the main coverage seems to 
go to the success stories - churches 
growing and churches being planted. 
But when you look a little closer the 
vast majority of this growth is coming 
from Christians changing churches not 
people being saved. Now, this isn’t 
always a bad thing. Let’s be honest, 
some churches probably should close, 
particularly those that don’t believe or 
teach the Bible, but when local Bible-
believing  churches close it’s a sad thing.

We know that Jesus said that the gates 
of hell will not prevail against the 
Church. But this promise from Christ 
was not meant to lead to lethargy but 
to confidence. I don’t want to quote 
that verse from Matthew 16 as a cover 
for my laziness. Yes, Jesus will ultimately 
protect his global bride but I don’t see 
any scripture that says the church in 
the United Kingdom will be fine and 
dandy. Christianity is spreading rapidly 
in China and some regions of Africa 
but maybe it’s time to admit that things 
don’t look quite as rosy for the UK and 
I think it’s okay to admit it. It doesn’t 
make God any less in control. My hope 
is that this knowledge will lead to 
more prayer and more action. We 
need to pray like never before and 

pray with the conviction that it 
changes things. Also we need to be in 
church. We need to support our 
pastors, serve where we can and we 
need to invite friends and family 
members to join us as well. 

God in His wisdom has chosen to use 
the Church as the primary tool for 
taking the gospel to communities all 
around the world. This is not to 
downplay the need for ministries such 
as Good News Broadcasting. Hopefully 
we can continue to be useful in getting 
the gospel into people’s homes all 
around the world. If we can continue 
to encourage Christians and ignite 
interest in non-believers this will 
ultimately be good for the UK Church 
but we all have our part to play. The 
diagnosis looks bleak for the UK Church 
right now but we trust in the almighty 
God who created the heavens and the 
earth. We have all been given the 
same mandate to make disciples of all 
nations and that includes this one. 
Let’s not be naive but let’s serve the 
Lord with confidence. The growth 
ultimately comes from Him (1Cor 3:7) 
but He has ordained not just the ways 
but also the means. The ‘means’ here is 
me and you!

Tom Ward

ConfidenCe, 
not lethargy
2067. Apparently it’s a date 
that should be in all our diaries. 
That’s the year that the church 
in the UK will go the way of
Toys R Us and Woolworths. 
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Thank God for the 
provision of new 

premises for GNBA.

Thank God for an increase 
in listener feedback lately 

and pray for more.

Please pray for more 
listener feedback from 

Word Alive in Africa.

Pray that the new network 
of phones, computers and 

equipment would run 
efficiently and reliably.

Please pray for Tom as 
he studies and prepares 

Word Alive messages.

Thank God that he uses 
GNBA programmes to 
encourage individuals 

week by week. 

Please pray for 
a refreshing 

Christmas break 
for GNBA staff.

Pray for more volunteers 
in the Manchester area to 

help with the Sounding 
Out mailing next month.

Thank God for bringing 
our programmes 
to the attention 
of new listeners. 

Please pray for 
more subscribers 
to Sounding Out.

Please pray for our Board 
of Directors as they 
meet this month.

Pray for more 
subscribers 
to E-News.

Pray for an 
opening to forward 

the possibility of 
broadcasting on UCB.

Please pray for 
an increase in 

regular listeners 
to the programmes.

prayer 
diary

Pray for Mel as she 
seeks to keep admin 
work up to date each 

Wednesday.

Please pray for much 
fruit from Word Alive

in Africa, even if unseen.

Pray that new listeners 
would also become 

new supporters.

Pray for wisdom 
in sound-proofing 

the studio.

Pray that God would cause 
non-Christians to hear our 

programmes during the 
Christmas period.

Please pray for Henryk 
and Dina Dedo and thank 

God for successful 
camps this summer.

Thank God for all 
those helping to 

pack Sounding Out for 
mailing this month.

Pray that Tom would 
complete his weekly tasks 
efficently, giving him time 

to plan for the future.

Thank God for our 
faithful Board 
of Directors.

Thank God for His 
faithfulness to GNBA and 

for using our programmes 
for His purposes.

Pray that God would 
continue to increase 

the numbers of 
Bible Focus listeners.

Pray that God would lead 
us to the right people to 
expand the GNBA team.

Pray for Stuart as he 
prepares material for 

Bible Focus.

I call on you, my God, for you will answer me; 
turn your ear to me and hear my prayer. 

Psalm 17:6

Please pray for Mel 
as she begins work on 

the next issue of Sounding 
Out this month.
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In any document of worth and 
validity, the opening statement is 
crucial. To question the truth of the 
beginning sets the whole work under 
a veil of suspicion, doubt and guilt. 
Not only the content but the source is 
brought into disrepute. The opening 
chapters of Genesis are key to the 
whole Bible. Edit and even remove 
them and the rest of the Bible falls 
apart. For example, in the first three 
chapters of Genesis we have: the 
declaration of creation; the distinction 
of humanity; the definition of sexuality 
and marriage; the description of the 
Fall; the decree of the Saviour.

The ‘marriage’ many Christians are 
seeking to make between the biblical 
account of creation and the theory of 
evolution is just a nonsense.  It is 
indefensible in its own right and 
neither wanted or accepted by the 
sincere evolutionist, who well sees the 
contradiction and credibility gap.  In 
seeking to bring these two 
irreconcilables together, the Church 
has allied itself with those who want 
to attack the Bible because they hate 
God. We too have been trumped by 
‘fake news.’  What started in the 
classrooms of some of our ‘clever’ 

The end of 
the beginning

(a.k.a. liberal) theological institutions, 
has been continued through the ‘end 
products’ (their ‘educated’ pastors and 
‘enlightened’ preachers) to be further 
advanced from the pulpit of the local 
Church. 

Another factor that vitally needs to be 
brought into our considerations is the 
unregenerate mind of unredeemed 
humanity, which has damaged their 
ability to clearly think and rightly 
understand, especially concerning the 
existence of God and humanity’s 
obligations before this holy God. The 
Bible contends in Romans 1:21: ‘For 
although they knew God, they neither 
glorified Him as God nor gave thanks to 
Him, but their thinking became futile 
and their foolish hearts were darkened.’   

We can confidently, credibly and clearly 
declare, without the need to doubt,  
defend or diminish: ‘I believe in God, 
the Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven 
and earth…’ (The Apostles’ Creed).

The Bible says: ‘In the beginning, 
God created the heavens and 
the earth…’  (Genesis 1:1).

You can hear Stuart Reynolds on Bible 
Focus every weekday.  See the GNBA 
schedule on the back page.
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Radio
Guide

Premier Christian Radio 
Digital radio: DAB Premier
TV: Freeview 725 or Sky 0123
Radio: MW 1305, 1332, 1413, 1566
Word Alive:  Saturday 6.00am  & 7.30pm, Sunday 5.30am

Trans World Radio 
TV: Freeview HD Channel 733, Sky 0138 or Freesat 790
Word Alive: Saturday 6.00am, Sunday 6.00pm
Bible Focus: Weekdays 8.20am, 2.20pm & 8.20pm

Hope FM
Radio: 90.1 FM
Word Alive: Sunday 7.30am
Finding The Plot: Sunday 12.00pm

Branch FM
Radio: 101.8 FM
Word Alive: Sunday 6.00pm
Bible Focus: Weekdays from 12 noon
Finding The Plot: Saturday 7.30am

Radio Star Country 
Radio: MW 981
Word Alive: Wednesday 5.30pm

Flame CCR
Radio: MW 1521 or Internet DAB
GNBA Show: Weekdays 10.30am

Azimuth Radio
Internet: www.azimuthradio.com

Gospel 4 Grampian
Internet: www.g4g.org.uk
Finding The Plot: Part of  ‘Teaching Hour’  
Weekdays and Sundays 2.00am, 9.00am, 10.00pm 

Radio North
Radio: 846 AM
Bible Focus: Weekdays 8.45am 

For help tuning in, 
or to listen to our 

programmes any time 
of the day or night, visit 
www.gnba.net/listen

You can unsubscribe from Sounding Out at any time.  Simply contact us using the details above.


