The weekend

That changed

the world

the failure of friday
Death has always been with us but Covid-19 has brought it to the forefront
of our minds. Many people simply see death as the end. It wasn’t much
different 2000 years ago.
A man had been wandering around in the Middle East proclaiming to be the
Son of God. He had performed many great miracles and His teachings were
life-changing and profound but He had got on the wrong side of the religious
and political leaders of the day and they had put Him to death by crucifixion.
His followers had thought that this man would bring them freedom from
Roman occupation. In fact they had hoped that He was the long-awaited
king that would bring hope to the whole world... but He was dead. All His
powerful words and actions had come to nothing. This man was called Jesus
of Nazareth and one Friday, after three years of ministry, He seemed to have
failed in His mission. It looked like the end.
Are you a Friday person? Do you believe that there most likely was a man
called Jesus who lived two thousand years ago, but when He was killed that
was basically the end of the story? If so read on...

the silence of saturday
On the Saturday after Jesus’ death not much happened. It is the
forgotten day of the weekend that changed the world. Saturday was
a day of despair and devastating grief. All hope was lost.
Jesus had been betrayed by one of His disciples, denied by His best friend
and deserted by all of His followers. And now He lay dead in the tomb.
There is something within all of us that feels deep down that death is
unjust.
The sad truth is that many people in our society never move on from
Saturday. If death is unjust but inevitable then the best you can do is
mask the despair and darkness with as many distractions as possible.
There are no answers, only questions.
Are you a Saturday person? Do you think that death is simply the end?
If so read on…

the scandal of sunday
There are only two types of people in the world. Those who believe Jesus
rose from the dead and those who don’t believe He did. We believe it
because of the eye-witnesses at the time. We believe it because those
eye-witnesses were willing to die for what they saw. We believe it
because of what those eye-witnesses wrote down and is preserved to
this day in the Holy Bible.
Jesus himself predicted He would be put to death and rise again. The
scandal is that Jesus chose to die! His was the only truly unfair death as
He never did anything wrong. He went to the cross as a perfect sacrifice,
taking our punishment to restore the broken relationship between us
and our creator God. The relationship was broken by our selfishness, our
pride, our hate, our greed, our anger, our lust, our jealousy.
...The greater sandal was that Jesus was not just a man but God as well.
God with us to save us. But possibly the biggest scandal of all is that despite
what Jesus did for the world, many people still refuse to accept Him.
What about you? Read on to find out what to do with the truth you have
just read.

what next?
We encourage you to answer these three questions today:
1. Do you recognise your need for God in your life?
2. Do you realise that belief in Jesus’ life, death, resurrection and
ascension is the only way to be get right with God?
3. Do you repent of your sin and turn away from it?
Turn to Jesus in thanks today, receive the forgiveness you need to live
a life of meaning now and enjoy everlasting life with Him after death.
Saturday is not the end. Today is the day to become a Sunday person.
If you answered yes to the questions above then please let us know by
emailing us at info@gnba.net and check out this short Easter message
on our YouTube channel http://bit.ly/WCW_web to hear more.

When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time
and died for us sinners... And since we have been made right
in God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from
God’s condemnation.
For since our friendship with God was restored by the death of
his Son while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved
through the life of his Son.
So now we can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with God
because our Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends of God.
The Bible, Romans 5: 6-11
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